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1215 O Street, 11th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Public Comment on Suggested Framework for Additional IPA Review Criteria
Dear Chair Hess:

I, together with the undersigned supporters, write on behalf of the University of California (UC)
system to express our continued concerns on the suggested framework for additional Information
Practices Act (IPA) review criteria (Ninth Draft) developed by the Committee for Protection of
Human Subjects (CPHS) Subcommittee.

The UC system is the state of California’s research arm. It is comprised of ten research-intensive
campuses, six medical schools, and three affiliated U.S. Department of Energy national
laboratories.

The UC system previously submitted public comments on the suggested framework for IPA review
criteria to former CPHS Interim Chair Dr. Darci Delgado on October 31, 2024 asking CPHS to
provide a checklist for its stakeholders rather than propose rulemaking that would expand the IPA
role of CPHS. Since our public comments, the subcommittee working on the IPA review criteria has
continued forward with the drafting on the framework.

We are concerned that the suggested framework may lead to duplicative reviews alongside existing
Institutional Review Board (IRB) processes, resulting in inefficient use of resources. The suggested
framework also will create delays in critical time-sensitive research projects. Finally, we believe the
suggested framework extends beyond the IPA and does not provide clear guidelines on how these
factors will be consistently applied for IPA data only projects. This letter reiterates our request that
CPHS refrain from proceeding with the proposed framework. We explain our concerns below.


https://www.cdii.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/TextaboutIPAreviews9.pdf
https://www.cdii.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/TextaboutIPAreviews9.pdf
https://www.cdii.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Letter-to-CPHS_Additional-IPA-Review-Criteria_final_10.31.24.pdf
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I. Potential for Duplicative Review

The suggested framework blurs the distinct role of CPHS as the body responsible for reviewing
research proposals that request to use state-held personal information under Civil Code section
1798.24(t) and CPHS’s separate role as the IRB for the California Health and Human Services
Agency (CalHHS). This overlap is particularly concerning when researchers are already subject to
IRB review by their own institutions. The introduction of an IPA review by CPHS, encompassing
ethical criteria already carefully assessed by well-trained institutional IRBs, raises concerns about
redundancy. This overlap could lead to confusion, conflicting reviews and recommendations, and
administrative burdens for researchers and the state.

IL. Impact on Research Efficiency

The expanded IPA review criteria outlined in the suggested framework could unintentionally
impede the progress of critical research projects. When multiple oversight bodies, such as IRBs and
CPHS, provide conflicting recommendations, researchers are forced to navigate a back-and-forth
process to reconcile differing requirements and secure alignment from all parties. This added
complexity could delay research and divert valuable resources from the studies themselves.

In addition, delays could affect time-sensitive studies and the timely dissemination of research
findings that are crucial for informing public policy and advancing scientific knowledge. Such
delays are particularly concerning given the pressing societal challenges that UC researchers aim to
address through their work. For example, UC conducts research utilizing state-managed data to
inform many critical issues important to the state, including:

o Disaster Preparedness and Response: Studies involving communities affected by
wildfires, earthquakes, and other disasters examine the psychological and social impacts of
these events and inform strategies to improve resilience and recovery.

e Public Health Initiatives: UC researchers study the effects of air pollution, infectious
diseases, and chronic health conditions on communities, with a focus on mitigating health
disparities and improving access to care for underserved populations.

e Mental Health and Behavioral Studies: Research focuses on understanding and
addressing mental health challenges such as depression, anxiety, and substance use
disorders, which are prevalent across California’s diverse communities.

e Housing and Homelessness: UC conducts studies involving individuals and families
experiencing homelessness to evaluate the effectiveness of housing policies, social
interventions, and support services aimed at reducing homelessness and improving quality
of life.

e Education Equity and Student Outcomes: Researchers engage with students, educators,
and families to study barriers to educational access, strategies to close achievement gaps,
and programs that improve learning outcomes for marginalized communities.

o Health Policy and Systems Research: UC evaluates the effectiveness of state health
programs like Medi-Cal, studying how these systems impact access to care, patient
outcomes, and equity in healthcare delivery.

o Workforce Development and Labor Studies: UC researchers analyze employment
conditions, job training programs, and the impact of labor policies on workers, particularly
in sectors like healthcare, education, and agriculture.


https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CIV&sectionNum=1798.24
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CIV&sectionNum=1798.24

Page | 3

III. Framework Extends Beyond the IPA

CPHS has jurisdiction to review research projects that involve state-held personal information. For
this role, the scope of CPHS’s review is limited to the data security approvals and the criteria listed
in Civil Code section 1798.24(t). But the suggested framework under consideration seemingly goes
beyond data security, instead creating ethical and methodological review that is more expansive
than the scope of the IPA.

In addition, it is not clear how the framework would be applied to IPA data only projects that do not
need IRB review from CPHS. Without this clarification, researchers may face inconsistent or
unpredictable decisions, making it harder to plan and conduct studies efficiently.

To ensure a transparent, efficient, and legally sound review process, it is essential that CPHS’s role
remains aligned with its statutory authority under the IPA, focusing on data security approvals
rather than imposing an expanded ethical and methodological review.

IV. Recommendation

To address these concerns, UC respectfully asks that CPHS not move forward with developing
proposed regulations based on the proposed framework. Instead, we recommend that CPHS develop
guidelines or checklists to assist researchers in understanding and implementing appropriate data
protection measures in compliance with the IPA. This proactive approach would support researchers
in meeting CPHS expectations without imposing duplicative reviews. UC would gladly work with
CPHS to create resources that promote a clear understanding of IPA review and facilitate the
progress of research.

Thank you for considering our comments on this important matter. We look forward to continued
collaboration to support the advancement of research that benefits the people of California. If there
is further information UC can provide on this matter that would be of help to CPHS, please do not

hesitate to reach out to me at Agnes.Balla@ucop.edu.

Sincerely,

Agnes Balla

Director
Research Policy Analysis and Coordination
University of California, Office of the President


mailto:Agnes.Balla@ucop.edu
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UC Institutional Signatories

Adrienne Tanner, MSL, CIP
UC Berkeley, Interim Director, Research
Subject Protection

Barry Rowan

UC Santa Barbara, Director, Research
Integrity

Ben Mooso, MS, CCRP

UC Berkeley, IRB Specialist

Beverley Alberola
UC Irvine, Senior Director, Human Research
Protections

Danielle Dai'Re-Benziger
UC Merced, Executive Director, Research
Compliance & Integrity

Edward Kuczynski
UC San Francisco, Director, Human Research
Protection Program

John D. Tupin, J.D.
UC Davis, Director, Institutional Review
Board Administration

UC Researcher Signatories

Aaron J. Fields, Ph.D.
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor

Adam Leive
UC Berkeley, Assistant Professor of Public
Policy

Adam R. Ferguson, PhD
UC San Francisco, Professor and Co-Director
Brain and Spinal Injury Center

Albert Kochaphum
UCLA, Lecturer

Kacey Feasel Pratt
UC San Diego, Interim Director, Office of
IRB Administration

Kelly Caylor
UC Santa Barbara, Associate Vice Chancellor
for Research

Kristin J. Rochford, EAD, MPH, CIP
UCLA, Senior Director, Office of Human
Research Protection Program

Lorraine Joy Castro
UC Riverside, Human Subjects Research
Manager

Melodie Blakemore
UC Santa Barbara, Associate Director,
Research Integrity

Sana Khoury-Shakour, PhD
UC Santa Cruz, Director, Office of Research
Compliance Administration

Scott Grafton, MD
UC Santa Barbara, Interim Vice Chancellor
for Research

Alexander Adia
UC Berkeley, Doctoral Student

Alexis Beatty
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor

Alicia Riley, PhD MPH
UC Santa Cruz, Assistant Professor of
Sociology

Alison Gemmill
Professor



Page | 5

Allison Stolte
UC Irvine, Dr.

Ambar La Forgia
UC Berkeley, Assistant Professor

Amy E. Lerman
UC Berkeley, Professor, Public Policy and
Political Science

Anastasia Keller
UC San Francisco, Researcher

Angela Zhou
Assistant Professor

Ann Chu
UC San Francisco, PhD

Ann Lazar
UC San Francisco, Professor

Anne McKenna
UC Davis, Undergraduate Researcher

Anya DeCarlo
UC San Francisco

Asa Bradman
UC Merced, Professor and Chair, Public
Health

Ashvin Gandhi
UCLA, Assistant Professor

Asia Bento
UC Irvine, Assistant Professor

Avi Feller
UC Berkeley, Associate Professor

Beate Ritz

UCLA, Distinguished Professor of
Epidemiology, Environmental Health, and
Neurology

Becky Staiger
UC Berkeley, Dr.

Ben Metcalf
UC Berkeley, Managing Director, Terner
Center for Housing Innovation

Benjamin Smith
UCLA, PhD Candidate

Bora Ozaltun
UC Berkeley

Caitlin Patler
UC Berkeley, Associate Professor of Public
Policy

CaraT.
UC Berkeley, Research Assistant

Carl McPherson
UC Berkeley, PhD Candidate

Carlos Dobkin
UC Santa Cruz, Professor

Carly Stewart

UC San Francisco, Senior Program Manager,
Radiology Outcomes

Research Laboratory

Carolina Reid
UC Berkeley, Faculty Research Advisor,
Terner Center for Housing Innovation

Carolyn Calfee
UC San Francisco, Professor of Medicine

Carrie Lewis
UC Davis, Principal Statistician Researcher

Chia-ching (Jackie) Wang
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor

Chiung-Yu Huang
UC San Francisco, Professor
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Chris Benner

UC Santa Cruz, Dorothy E. Everett Chair,
Professor, and Director, Institute for Social
Transformation

Chris Shaffer
UC San Francisco, University Librarian

Christian Leiva
UC San Francisco, Senior Programs
Administrator

Christina P. Lindan, MD MS
UC San Francisco, Professor, Epidemiology
& Biostatistics

Christina Roca
UC San Francisco, Graduate Student

Claire Margerison
Professor

Cristin Kearns
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor

Dae-zhane Boland
UCLA, Public Health Doctoral Student

Dalie Jimenez
UC Irvine, Professor of Law

Daniel Acland
UC Berkeley, Associate Adjunct Professor

Daniel Eisenberg
UCLA, Professor, UCLA Fielding School of
Public Health

David J. Harding
UC Berkeley, Professor of Sociology

David V Glidden
UC San Francisco, Professor of Biostatistics

Debby Oh
UC San Francisco, Data Scientist

Dr. Charlie Eaton
UC Merced, Associate Professor of Sociology

Dr. Edwin D. Charlebois, MPH, PhD
UC San Francisco, Professor of Medicine

Dr. Emily Hammad Mrig
UC San Francisco, Assistant Professor

Dr. Natasha Ludwig-Barron, PhD, MPH
UC San Francisco, Epidemiologist Assistant
Professor

Dustin Swonder
UC Berkeley, Economics PhD candidate

Edward Miguel
UC Berkeley, Professor of Economics

Elan Guterman
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor

Elissa Epel
UC San Francisco, Professor

Elissa Hamlat
UC San Francisco, Assistant Professor

Elizabeth Mertz, PhD, MA
UC San Francisco, Professor

Ellicott Matthay
UC Berkeley, Assistant Professor

Emily Weisburst
UCLA, Assistant Professor

Erika M. Brown, PhD MPH
UC Berkeley, Researcher

Erin C. Accurso
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor

Erin Reilly
UC San Francisco, Assistant Professor
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Evan White
UC Berkeley, Executive Director, California
Policy Lab

Garen Wintemute, MD, MPH
UC Davis, Distinguished Professor of
Emergency Medicine

Hannah S. Laqueur
UC Davis, Associate Professor

Heather Royer
UC Santa Barbara, Professor of Economics

Hector P Rodriguez
UC Berkeley, Professor of Health Policy and
Management

Henry E. Brady
UC Berkeley, Professor and Former Dean

Hilary Hoynes
UC Berkeley, Chancellor's Professor of
Economics and Public Policy

Hiram Beltran-Sanchez
UCLA, Professor

Iona Cheng
UC San Francisco, Professor

Jack
UCLA, PhD Student

Jack Glaser
UC Berkeley, Professor of Public Policy

Jack Liebersohn
UC Irvine, Assistant Professor of Economics

Jacob Wasserman
UCLA, Research Program Manager, Institute
of Transportation Studies

Jane Mauldon
UC Berkeley, Professor Emerita

Jeffrey Martin, MD, MPH

UC San Francisco, Division Head, Clinical
Epidemiology, Department of Epidemiology
and Biostatistics

Jeffrey T. Denning
Dillon Hall Associate Professor of Economics

Jennifer Ahern

UC Berkeley, Professor of Epidemiology,
Associate Dean for Research, School of
Public Health

Jennifer L. Skeem
UC Berkeley, Professor of Public Policy &
Social Welfare

Jenny Guadamuz
UC Berkeley, Assistant Professor of Health
Policy and Management

Jeremiah Mock, MSc¢c, PhD
UC San Francisco, Professor

Jeremy West
UC Santa Cruz, Associate Professor

Jesse Rothstein

UC Berkeley, Professor of Public Policy and
Economics; Co-Director, California Policy
Lab

Joanne Spetz

UC San Francisco, Director and Professor,
Philip R. Lee Institute for Health Policy
Studies

Johanna Folk, PhD
UC San Francisco, Assistant Professor

John R. Balmes, MD
UC San Francisco, Professor Emeritus

Jordan Jensen
Epidemiologist
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Joshua Fenton, MD, MPH
UC Davis, Professor of Family and
Community Medicine

Juan Pablo Pardo Guerra
UC San Diego, Professor

Judith A. Seltzer
UCLA, Research Professor

Judith Hellman
UC San Francisco, Professor

Judson Boomhower
UC San Diego, Assistant Professor

Judy Rees

PI of Cancer Registry of Greater California;
Associate Professor of Epidemiology,
Dartmouth College

Julia Fleuret
UC Davis, Research Analyst

Kaja LeWinn
UC San Francisco, Professor

Karthik V Sarma MD PhD
UC San Francisco, Psychiatrist

Kassandra Hernandez
UC Berkeley, PhD Candidate

Kathleen Ngangoue
UCLA, Assistant Professor

Katrina Kimport
UC San Francisco, Dr.

Kayuet Liu
Professor

Kelcie Rodriguez
UC Davis

Keramet Reiter
UC Irvine, Professor

Kimberly Fuentes
UCLA, PhD Student

Lara Cushing
UCLA, Associate Professor

Laura
UC San Francisco, Clinical Research
Coordinator

Laura Giuliano
UC Santa Cruz, Professor of Economics

Lauren Haack
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor

Lia Fernald
UC Berkeley, Professor, School of Public
Health

Lina Tieu
UC Davis, Postdoctoral Scholar

Lynn Silver, MD, MPH

UC San Francisco, Clinical Professor and
Senior Advisor, Public Health Institute (in
individual capacity)

Margaret A. Chesney Anderson
UC San Francisco, Professor of Medicine

Marianne Butler
UC Davis, Professor of Economics

Mark Hawes
UC San Francisco, UCSF Postdoctoral Fellow

Mark Pletcher, MD MPH
UC San Francisco, Professor and Chair, Dept
of Epidemiology and Biostatistics
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Marshall Steinbaum
UC Irvine, Assistant Professor of Economics

Marta C. Gonzalez
UC Berkeley, Associate Professor

Martha Bailey
UCLA, Professor of Economics

Maryam Hosseini
UC Berkeley

Matthew L. Springer, PhD
UC San Francisco, Professor of Medicine

Max Buchholz
UC Berkeley, Assistant Professor of City &
Regional Planning

Maya Rossin-Slater
Associate Professor of Health Policy

Maya Vijayaraghavan
UC San Francisco, Professor of Medicine

Megan Wenger
UC San Francisco, MPH

Melanie Wasserman
UCLA, Assistant Professor

Mi-Ok Kim

UC San Francisco, HDF Comprehensive
Cancer Center Biostatistics Shared Resource
Director

Mia Bird
UC Berkeley, Assistant Research Professor

Michael Lens
UCLA, Professor of Urban Planning and
Public Policy

Michelel Nakphong, PhD
UC San Francisco, Assistant Professor

Mimi Ton
UC San Francisco, Postdoctoral Scholar

MinJee Keh
UC Berkeley, Doctoral candidate

Morgan Philbin
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor

Na'ama Shenhav
UC Berkeley, Assistant Professor of Public
Policy

Nadra Lisha
UC San Francisco, Assistant Professor

Nancy J Burke
UC Merced, Professor of Public Health and
Medical Anthropology

Naomi Sugie
UCLA, Associate Professor, Sociology

Ndola Prata
UC Berkeley, Professor, co-Chair CPHS-1

Niharika Dixit
UC San Francisco, Professor of Medicine

Norah E. Dunbar
UC Santa Barbara, Professor & Vice Chair of
the UCSB Human Subjects Committee

Paige M Bracci
UC San Francisco, Professor

Pamela Ling

UC San Francisco, Professor of Medicine,
Director, Center for Tobacco Control
Research and Education

Paola Langer
UC Berkeley, Dr.

Patrick Romano, MD MPH
UC Davis, Professor
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Paul Wesson
UC San Francisco, Assistant Professor,
Epidemiology and Biostatistics

Rachel C Tomlinson
UC San Francisco, PhD

Rahul V Nene
UC San Diego, Dr

Rebecca Graff
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor

Rebecca Mendez
UC San Francisco, Graduate Student
Researcher

Renee Hsia, MD, MSc
UC San Francisco, Professor of Emergency
Medicine and Health Policy

Rita Hamad, MD, PhD
Associate Professor, Harvard University

Robert A. Hiatt, MD, PhD

UC San Francisco, Emeritus Professor of
Epidemiology & Biostatistics; Associated
Director of the Helen Diller Family
Comprehensive Cancer Center for Population
Sciences

Robert Fairlie
UCLA, Professor

Rose Kagawa
UC Davis, Associate Professor

Ryan Finnigan
UC Berkeley, Associate Research Director

Sandie Ha
UC Merced, Associate Professor

Sarah Karlinsky
UC Berkeley, Research Director, Terner
Center for Housing Innovation

Scarlett Lin Gomez, PhD, MPH

UC San Francisco, Professor in Department
of Epidemiology & Biostatistics, Co-Leader
of Cancer Control Program, Helen Diller
Family Comprehensive Cancer Center

Sergio Pinto
PhD

Shani Buggs
UC Davis, Assistant Professor, Emergency
Medicine

Sharon Hall
UC San Francisco, Professor Emerita

Sheiphali Gandhi
UC San Francisco, Assistant Professor of
Medicine

Shelley Jung
UC Berkeley, Research Data Analyst 111

Shirley Yuen
UC San Francisco, Finance Analyst

Sidra Goldman-Mellor
UC Merced, Associate Professor of Public
Health

Silvia R. Gonzalez
UCLA, Director of Research, Latino Policy
and Politics Institute

Stacey J Anderson
UC San Francisco, Dr

Stephen G Henry
UC Davis, Associate Professor, Internal
Medicine

Steven Raphael
UC Berkeley, Professor of Public Policy,
Faculty Director IRLE
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Stuart Gansky
UC San Francisco, Professor, Lee Hysan
Chair, and Associate Dean for Research

Sunita Mutha, MD
UC San Francisco, Professor

Suzaynn F. Schick, PhD
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor of
Medicine

Terri Rice
UC San Francisco

Thomas A. Peterson
UC San Francisco, Assistant Professor

Tim Bruckner

UC Irvine, Professor and Chancellor's Fellow
of Public Health

TJ Hedin
UCLA, Doctoral Student - Economics

Urmimala Sarkar
UC San Francisco, Professor

Veronica Pear
UC Davis, Assistant Professor in Residence

Veronica Yank
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor of
Medicine

Vincent Quan
Co-Executive Director

Vuong Do
UC San Francisco, Postdoctoral Scholar

Wendy Max
UC San Francisco, Professor Emerita

William Dow
UC Berkeley, Professor, School of Public
Health

William Jagust
UC Berkeley, Professor of Neuroscience,
Chair UC Berkeley IRB

Yingning Wang
UC San Francisco, Associate Professor

Yu-Ling Chang
UC Berkeley, Associate Professor

Zachary Lamb
UC Berkeley, Assistant Professor

Zachary Steinert-Threlkeld
UCLA, Associate Professor of Public Policy

Zack Subin
UC Berkeley, Associate Research Director,
UC Berkeley Terner Center

Zoé Hamstead
UC Berkeley, Associate Professor

Cc:  Agnieszka Rykaczewska, PhD, Committee for the Protection of Human Subjects

Administrator

Larry Dickey, MD, MPH, Vice Chair, Committee for the Protection of Human Subjects
John Ohanian, Director, Center for Data Insights and Innovation
Kim Johnson, Secretary, California Health and Human Services Agency
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